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FSSAI notifies norms for permissible levels
of micronutrients for fortifying processed
food products

Chintu Das 23 December, 2020

e . S\ F Food in India

In the wake of setting stronghold principles for staples, the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI) has advised standards for passable degrees of micronutrients for
fortifying food items that are processed, for example, breakfast oats, breads, biscuits, rusks,
noodles, pasta, buns and juices.

Organizations that manufacture such items can fortify them with micronutrients willfully.
Additionally, items that are high in fat, sugar and salt will be "prohibited" from the
processed food category. Latest notification states that, "Processed Foods that are fortified
may have sustained staples as raw materials and additionally braced with allowed
micronutrients and added substances as indicated under the Food Safety and Standards
(Food Product Standards and Food Additives) Regulation, 2011".

Regarding the permissible limits:

The FSSAI has confined the measure of fortification to be added to 15 to 30 % of the normal
day to day dietary input levels. This has been done to guarantee balanced utilization of
micronutrients fortified items. "The processed food that is fortified shall give 15 to 30 % of
the Indian grown-up RDA (Recommended dietary Allowance) of micro-nutrient, that is
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based on a normal calorie intake of 600 kcal from processed nourishments (around 33% of
day to day energy prerequisite for a grown-up)," it said.

Organizations will have the option to sustain the items with iron, folic acid, zinc, nutrient
B12, vitamin A, among several other micronutrients. The issued notification has
characterized the degrees of these vitamins along with minerals for every 100 gm. For
example, iron levels have been set at 1.4-1.7 milligram per 100 grams of grains. These
standards will become effective from July 1, 2021.

Essentially, reasonable degrees of supplements, for example, iron, zinc, nutrient B1, nutrient
B12 and nutrient B3 have been indicated in the guidelines for rusks, biscuits, breads and
buns. "Fruit juices when sustained will contain Vitamin C at the degrees of 6 to 12 mg for
each 100 ml," the guideline added.

Effectively, many food organizations sell packaged items, for example, noodles and rusks
sustained with nutrients and minerals. They should abide by the set standards by next year.
Recently, the FSSAI had additionally delivered a draft notice looking for stakeholder remarks
on making fortification with nutrient A and D obligatory for edible oils and milk.



